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Pattern

Whenever | design a chip the first thing |
want to do is look at it under a
microscope -- not because | think | can
learn something new by looking at it but

because | am always fascinated by how
a pattern can create reality.

Danny Hillis The Pattern in the Stone




Holodeck

The Future of
Narrative

in Cyberspace




New Media




Soliloquy as Technology of
Representation




Properties of the Medium

Procedural
Participatory
Encyclopedic
Spatial




Legacy Design Paradigms

Graphic Design: Poster

Human Computer Interaction: Appliance
Television Producers: “Enhanced” TV
Instructional Design: Distant Classroom
Communication: Broadband Telephone
Library Science: Card Catalog
Literary/Cultural Studies: Potato Root System
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Script the interactor

% Flle £dit Windows Help Teacher

Quartier Marals

1 Téléphone

Tel.43.56.78.32
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Design Issues

Is it a “show”?

Y . |s there a “movie

underneath”?
Segmentation and
juxtaposition
Standardized labels

Encyclopedic
expectation
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Cross-Media Structures
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Granularity, Juxtaposition
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Textbook to Archive

Virtual Screening
Room

' Henry Jenkins, MIT

CD-ROM/DVD Project
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A New Medium
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Medium of Representation

allows us to:

— Inscribe perceptible signs

— Create patterns of meaning

— Preserve and transmit patterns

— Expand our understanding and our humanity
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New Media
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New Media
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Moments of Invention
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Patterns of Meaning
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New Forms...New Knowledge

 Digital Archive
« Simulation

» Kaleidoscopic structure
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John Belcher, TEAL, MIT, NSF

25




Reinventing Biography

Vi Netscape - [JWA Exhibit 1995]
Fie Edt Vew Go Bookmaks Optons Diecloy Window Help

s, COLLECTlONS "
AR Exhib Edcational
2 5" ald" Materials

Rebecca Gratz 1781-1869
EETT

1798 Yellow Fever Epidemic

i (FL.\)du‘mn shan,
hum &

Although Gratz grew up i an observast Jewich household,
tmany oEher closest Biends were ot Jewish, Maria Ferno, the
daughter of the prorineat publisher Totn Feano, was a
‘partculrly close fiend and confidante of Rebecca's. The two
‘young women often discussed their ideas about fiendshup, social
e, ud e cppostse. Whenthe el v id
of 1878 killed Mana's pasests, Gratz was

e, whic s ppasiod sty Pl ot
seasitzed Gratz carly tothe effects of msfortune and the plight of
orphans. Althosgh Fenno moved to New York to kve with
selatives soon afer the death

continued to correspond throvghorttheir ves
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i Netscaps - [JWA Exhibit 1890]
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Educational

1781-1869

Overview

As the founder and secretary of Philadelphia's carliest women's
et s, R G o i 4 e
exa, Gratz

women and chidren and secusing reigious, moral o
sustenaece for al of Phladelphia's Jews. n bservans Jew v

the prescrvation o Tewac it in
exvironsment in which women could b uly Jewnsh and uly

Amencan
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evects fom the timelne to the Ie or by Kollowig the thematic
mlsones tha weare et it ok e oo o
apoiner o the nest event i thematic sequence,
a5 a e 5o the ways Gratz modeled being "Fuly
Jewish d Fully Armerican c
hdosophy of “Doin Good Quiey” sfuenced her work
e orgasizations follow the

Top scial e
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bringing history home

The story of the Pilgirms and their Indian neighbors iseighbors is
farriliar to mostAmericans, and many international vésiational visitors
aswell. It evokes powerful images of strength in the $agghof the face of
adversity, of ships on storm-tossed oceans and wintaesaomd winters on
bleak New England shores; yet, also of harvest plenigredst plenty, of
Thanksgiving gatherings and golden autumnal afternome. atemaoons.

caption

r&r

caption

“Ghoose a “Gharacier

" Sarah Bennett

The =tary of the Pilgirms
their Indian neighhaors is
familiar to most Americans,
rmany international visitors
aswell. It evokes powerful
images of strength in the
of adversity, of ships on

tossed oceans and winters.

Amanda Page

The story of the Pilgirms
their Indian neighhorsis
familiar to mostAmericans,
rmany international visitors
aswell. It evokes povwerful
images of strength in the
of adversity, of ships on
togsed oceans and winters.
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emo_projecto|

AF| Networked Digi

Gone With The Wind (1939)
Directed by Victor Fleming, Gearge Cukor (uncredited), Sam Wood {uncredited)
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Production
Credits

Plot
Summary

Release
Information

Reel Collection

Script

5. Tarleton: “What do we care if
e wiere expelled from
college Scarlelt? The war's
gonna starkany day now so
e wolld have left college
anyhow.

B.Tarleton: YWarl lsnt it
eyciting Scarlelt? Tou know
thoss fool Tankees actually
want a warl

5. Tarleton: ‘We'll show ‘eml
Scarlett: Fiddle dee dee. “War
war war. This wartak's
spoiling all the fun at every
party this Spring. | getse
bored | could scream!
Besides, there isntgeing ko
ke any war,

5. Tarleton: Mot going o be
any war?

=

Screen
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How to invent the medium
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Pick something complicated

» Think of a particular task you are obsessed
by

» Do you know more about it than you can
contain in books, classes, diagrams?

* Do you want to know something / explain
something just beyond the reach of available
means?
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Think abstractly, build concretely

 \What are the core tasks?
 What other tasks are like this one?

« What would this task be like if it were
doable in the most perfect way?

33




g[o]

Look for Harbinger Materials

[5i The Norman Conquests, Interactive - Microsoft Internet Explorer
Fle Edi View Go Favories Help
S

Norman: W 5 ;

A prototype for
Digital TV

Based on

The
Norman
Conquests,
Trilogy by
Alan
Ayckbourn

Built with

IBM
“HotVideo”
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Exploit the Medium

Procedural: Patterns of Rule-Based Behavior
Participatory: Patterns of Participation

Encyclopedic: Patterns of Segmentation,
Categorization, and Agglomeration

Spatial: Patterns of Navigation and Boundary
Definition
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Create Authoring Tools

CharacterMaker 4
J. Murray, M. Privat
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British Museum Stance

Everything will be brought to you
Everything has been indexed

Every medium available
Every artifact available

Every part of every artifact at every level
of granularity

Every marginalized group/idea
represented or addable
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Design for the Future Environment

Standardized metadata
Distributed annotation
Open ended archive

Growing ability to manipulate with
kaleidoscopic power

Growing ability to replay, readjust
parameters
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Avoid Pitfalls

Fetishism of legacy formats
Constraints of legacy processes

Confusing expert authority with legacy
formats and processes

“Hypertext”
“Intuition”
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Look for the patterns

Whenever | design a chip the first thing |
want to do is look at it under a
microscope -- not because | think | can
learn something new by looking at it but
because | am always fascinated by how
a pattern can create reality.

Danny Hillis The Pattern in the Stone
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Remember what is sacred

* Not the book: it's a legacy format
* Not the process: it can be improved

* The expansion of human knowledge
and human understanding
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